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1. The 120th Annual Department Encampment is scheduled for April 25, 2009 at the Great 
Lakes Christian College, 6211 W. Willow Hwy., Lansing, MI 48917. 
This year the Auxiliary is hosting and this will be their first time hosting an encampment in 50 
years. 
 
The luncheon will be cafeteria style from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm immediately following the 
student brunch which is from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm.  The menu will be the same as the 
students, plus a salad bar.  Cost will be $7.00 per person. 
 

The Banquet will also be in the cafeteria and I 
believe will be buffet style.  The cost for the banquet 
will be $17.50 per person. 
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For those who wish to stay over night, the hotel is 
close to the encampment location and the  
accommodations are very nice.  It is the Quality  
Suites Inn, 901 Delta Commerce Drive, Lansing,   
48917, Phone: (517) 886-0600,  
Website: www.qualitysuiteslansing.com.   
 
When making reservations be sure to tell them you 
are with the Michigan Department of Allied Orders 
and which Order you are with.  The cost per night is 
$82.00 and the deadline for reservations is April 15, 
2009.  Regular cost per night is $116.00.   on Friday 
night the Auxiliary will be hosting a Hospitality Night.  
Festivities start at 7:30 PM in the Hotel Hospitality 
room located in the basement.   
The Auxiliary will provide drinks and snacks.  There 
will be a special Civil War Bingo game, card games 
of your choice, and other games, all with prizes. 
 
 
 
 
Continued on Page 2 
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I would encourage all Brothers to attend the Department Encampment.  If you have never 
attended a Department Encampment or if it has been a few years since you last attended, 
please make the effort to attend in 2009.  The Auxiliary has made it a point to keep costs as 
low as possible in the hope of enticing more people to attend. 
 
Registration forms and menu details will be available in the next issue of the Michigan 
Messenger. 

 
2. For those who are not aware of it, next year is also the 125th Anniversary of the Department  

of Michigan which was Chartered June 24, 1884.   
 
3. I am pleased to report that Commander-in-Chief David V. Medert will be attending the next 

Department Encampment. 
 
4. A reminder to all Camps that Camp Officer Installations must be completed by January 31, 

2009.  Installing Officers are to be appointed by the Department Commander, so if there is 
someone in particular that you would like to request to install your Camp Officers you need to 
contact me so I can make the appointment.  Also, it is the Installing Officer’s responsibility to 
make sure that Form 22, Certification of Election and Installation of Camp Officers is properly 
completed with all required signatures. 

 
5. All Camps are reminded that Form 22, Certification of Election and Installation of Camp 

Officers is due to the Department Secretary by February 15, 2009 and is available for 
download from the National SUVCW Website.  I would strongly encourage all Camps to 
submit Form 22 as soon as possible after Camp Officers have been installed.   

 
6. Nominations for the Abraham Lincoln Certificate of Appreciation Award should be sent to 

Department Secretary Kevin Lindsey.  Nominations must be submitted by February 25, 2009. 
Any nominations received after February 25th will not be considered. 

 
7. Effective immediately, by order of Commander-in-Chief David V. Medert, all reports and 

forms (less membership applications) must be typewritten.  Please see General Order No. 2 
below:  

 
GENERAL ORDER #2 

SERIES 2008-2009 
1 December 2008 

 
1. It has come to my attention that hand written reports and forms sent to the Executive 

Director, National Treasurer, and National Secretary are becoming too difficult to 
transcribe.  This has resulted in inaccurate addresses, illegible names for Charters, 
illegible names of Officers for Camps and Department, etc.  

 
2. Therefore, in order to better interpret submitted forms, all reports and forms (less 

membership applications) submitted to the National Headquarters shall be typewritten 
effective immediately.  This can be accomplished by completing the forms online, printing 
a copy for file and printing another copy to be forwarded to the appropriate National 
Officer.  Camps or Departments that are unable to fill in the form online may download 
the form and fill in the appropriate information on a typewriter.   Forms submitted as 
handwritten are no longer acceptable and will be returned to the Camp or Department to 
be resubmitted in accordance with this General Order. 

 
So ordered this 1st Day of December 2008. 
 
By order of:           Attested: 
 
David V. Medert      Donald Palmer 
Commander-In-Chief     National Secretary 
 

Continued on Page 3 
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8.     I would like to wish all Brothers and their families a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 
In Fraternity, Charity & Loyalty,    
/s/      Attest: /s/ 
Dennis C. Derr II    Kevin J. Lindsey 
Commander      Secretary 
Department of Michigan    Department of Michigan   
Sons of Union Veterans Sons of Union Veterans  
of the Civil War of the Civil War War 

                                                                         
 ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 

 
                              Henry E. Plant Camp #3 
                  Submitted by Daniel Grable, Secretary-Treasurer 

 
Henry E. Plant Camp #3 of Grand Haven hgas been busy keeping green the 
memory of the Ciivl War Soldier. PCC Max Rieskie is on a committee to build 
a monument for WW II to Iraqui/Afganistan Veterans, and will try and include 
Civil War Veterans from the are who died in service. Brother John Bauldous 
made us aware of the poor condition of Eastmanville Cemetery and his 
ancestor’s headstone. We will survey the cemetery to insure that all Civil War 
Solsiers have a readable headstone. We are also resurveying the Nunica 
Cemetery. We are looking ahead to the Sesqiucentennial, and how we can 
best publicly celebrate that event. The Camp is also actively trying to get the 
four Medal of Honor recipients from our area inscribed on the new Union 
Monument at Bentonville, NC.  
At our October camp Meeting we voted to purchase a Camp Banner to be 
used in parades and at our recruiting tent at The Holland Muster in 
August.Camp Officers for 2009 will be: 

Commander – Richard Scott  SVC – Donald Ogden 
JVC – John Baldus   Secretary – Daniel Grable 
Camp Council – John Baldus  Chaplin – John C. Baldus 
  Paul MacDonald Memorials – Richard Scott 
  Jon Scott  Color Bearer – Jon Scott 
Graves Registration – Jon Scott  Guide – Jon Scott 
Guard – Ron Bellinger   Historian – Clifford Owen 
Patriotic Instructor – Ron Bellanger     Signals Officer – Richard Scott 
Genealogist – Clifford Owen 

The camp also requests that prayers be offered for the recovery of Brother 
Paul MacDonald, who is having trouble with his breathing, and is unable to 
get around. 
 
 

                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2007-2008 

Department Officers 
 

 

Commander 
Dennis C. Derr II, PCC 

4033 Horizon Drive 
Davison, MI 48423. 

(810) 653-0859 
dderr@chartermi.net 

 
 

Senior Vice Commander 
Charles Worley, PCC 

68341 Crooked Creek Rd. 
White Pigeon, MI  49099 

(269) 506-1886 
 
 

Junior Vice Commander 
Donald W. Shaw, PCC 
3914 Larchmont Street 
Flint, MI 48532-5270 

(810) 239-4785 
P31713@aol.com 

 
 

Recording Secretary 
Kevin Lindsey, CC 
6890 Norton Street 

Troy, MI 48085-1659 
(248) 828-3632 

klindsey@comcast.net 
 
 

Treasurer 
Brian Shumway, PCC 

127 West Walnut Street 
Hastings, MI 49058-2260 

(616) 945-2942 
brianne127@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

Department Council 
Max L. Newman, PCC 
Howard Streeter, PCC 
Neal F. Breaugh, PCC 

 

Chaplain 
William B. McAfee, PCC 

 

Patriotic Instructor 
Dennis C. Derr I  

 

Color Bearer 
Edgar Dowd 

 

Counselor 
James Pahl, PCinC 

 
Guard 

Paul D. Arnold, CC 
 

Eagle Scout Coordinator 
Jeff Morse 

 

Signals Officer 
Matt Adair 

 

Messenger Editor 
Rick Danes, CC 

 

Historian 
John R. Keith, CC 

 

Guide 
John McFeters 

 
 

Graves Registration 
Rick Danes, CC 

 

GAR Records 
James T. Lyons, PDC 

 

Civil War Memorials 
Douglas R. Armstrong, PCC 

 

Camp At Large Coordinator 
Robert Mitchell 

 
A Thank You Note  

 
"Dear Brothers from Michigan,  

Thank you very much for the books and mouse pad. I 
will enjoy reading them.  

In F,C, & L,  
Charles E. Kuhn  

PC-in-C"  
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2009 DEPARTMENT ENCAMPMENT 
    By Neal F. Breaugh, PCC Camp 14 
 
Brothers & Sisters, it is not too early to begin thinking about the 2009 Department Encampment. 

I am because the Ladies Auxiliary is hosting it this year, and my wife Emily is the Secretary 
for the Michigan Department.  It has been 50 years since the Michigan Auxiliary has hosted 

a Department Encampment, and these ladies are really excited about it.  They began planning 
it even before the 2008 Encampment and have had a few meetings since then. 

 
The Encampment will be the weekend of April 24-25, and will be held in Lansing at 

The Great Lakes Christian College.  They will have there a large central room where any of the 
Allied Orders conducting auctions, raffles, displays, etc. can all be together and visible and 

accessible for all attending the Encampment.  I don’t have the cost of the Luncheon and Banquet 
yet, but both will be very reasonable.  The luncheon will be cafeteria style.  The guest speaker at 

the Banquet will be Bob Elliot, a well know down state reenactor.  He will be speaking on 
“Why & How Michigan Entered the Civil War.” 

 
The news regarding lodging is just as good if not better.  We will be staying at the 

Comfort Suites, which is about a mile or 5 minutes from the College.  The Ladies have negotiated 
a fabulous low rate of $ 82.00 plus tax (regularly $ 116.00). Each room is a “suite” having a living 

room, bedroom, two televisions, refrigerator, and microwave. 
 

On Friday evening beginning at 7:30 and lasting to ????, the Auxiliary will be hosting a 
Hospitality Room.  There will be games, prizes, drinks, and snacks.  It promises to be a fun filled 

evening. 
 

If you have never come on Friday evening before, this is the year to do it. It can’t 
get any better than this.  In fact, I would encourage those Brothers and Sisters who live in the 

area and do not need a motel room, just to come over for the great hospitality room event. 
It would help out if all could bring a snack to share. Also bring your spouses and have some fun, 

Hope to see many of you there.  There will be the usual Registration and sign up material 
In the next issue of The Michigan Messenger. 

 
       ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 

 
General John A. Logan, Camp No. 1, Grand Rapids 

Bruce B. Butgereit, Secretary 
 
After not having submitted a report on the activities of Camp No. 1 for over a year, I determined 
after the Fall issue that it was time to quit being lazy or putting off such a report.  Little did I know 
that I would have rotator cuff surgery in November and so typing this report has proven to be 
more of a challenge than I thought.  Nonetheless, here is a summary of our activities over the 
past year.  

The Camp shared good times and great conversation at 
a mid-winter breakfast on March 22.  True Son Harold 
Becker shared stories from his childhood.  (More on 
Brother Becker elsewhere in this issue.) 

 
Sunday, May 4 was spent at the Grand Rapids Home for  
Veterans with our fraternal sisters of the WRC and  
DUVCW as we are helping them identify decades of old 
photos of residents and events.  The turnout was great 
and many photos were identified and new friends made. 

    

 Ceremony for Private Samuel Lett 
(l) Marvin Lett, Great Grandson & 

(r) Victor LaRue Lett, Grandson  

We honored Private Samuel Lett (102nd USCT) in a  
ceremony in Carson City to place a veteran’s flag holder 
at his grave and recognize him as a soldier of the Civil 
War. Victor LaRue Lett, a grandson of Samuel as well as 
other family members participated in the placing of floral 
tributes. 

 
Continued on Page 5 
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Our Camp participated in three different ceremonies honoring Memorial Day with two on May 26 
and the Grand Rapids parade and ceremony on May 30.  I offered the prayer of benediction at 
the main service conducted by the city.  The Camp also conducted our traditional Grand Army of 
the Republic ceremony at the Kent County Civil War monument and fountain, as first authorized 
by Gen. John A. Logan, Commander-in-Chief of the GAR in 1868.  
 
On May 17, the Camp conducted a ceremony that concluded close to twenty years of research.  
The moving and impressive ceremony was conducted with assistance from our Sisters in the 
Champlin Corps No. 41, Woman’s Relief Corps, and Eva Gray Tent No. 2, Daughters of Union 
Veterans of the Civil War as well as the Michigan Commandery of the Military Order of the Loyal 
Legion of the United States (MOLLUS).  It involved dedicating 14 new headstones for soldiers 
that had previously buried under a marker titled “Unknown” or “U.S. Soldier”.  In addition, eight 
other headstones were rededicated as replacement markers as well as a cast iron memorial urn.  
The first burial in this U. S. Government plot, Joseph Proper, Third Michigan Infantry, Co. K, had 
taken place on May 8, 1861 and over time, sixty-six soldiers were buried there – all but two never 
saw action as they had died in local training camps and hospitals.  By 1868, the wooden 
headboards that had marked their graves had rotted and with no one to care for the plot, the 
identities of the men buried there had become lost to time…or so some thought. 
 
Here is the story: 
This is a story of how efforts at various times through the years have never quite been able to retrieve the 
lost history of all the wartime burials in this Soldiers’ Burying Ground, and still do not achieve that goal. The 
first lists of the men buried here were published in 1868 by the Federal Government. It was called the Roll of 
Honor and it was incomplete. Less than three years after the end of the Civil War, of the 61 men listed as 
buried in this section, there were only 35 with names and 26 no longer known. 
 
Eventually, the actual locations of many of the men from the original 1868 list were also lost to history 
because the wooden markers were rotted, broken or misplaced. In addition to that, a fire destroyed a large 
portion of the early cemetery records and much will never be recovered 
 
Interestingly, there were 66 soldiers buried here at the time, not 61. The five missing from the list include the 
first soldier buried here, Joseph C. Proper and four men from the 8th Michigan.  Their names are recorded in 
the partial cemetery records that had been saved after the fire. 
 
Despite these hurdles, the Civil War veterans who belonged to the A.B. Watson Grand Army of the Republic 
(G.A.R.) Post No. 395 (est. 1888) were the first to take on this task of identifying and caring for the graves. 
By this time, (late 1880’s and early 1890’s) the effort to give permanent identification and recognition to the 
wartime dead buried in this section was further hindered by the ravages of time, fading memory, and lack of 
technological tools such as we have available today. 
 
Those Civil War veterans were committed to assuring that future generations would not forget who these 
soldiers were or what they did. They secured as many government military headstones for those original 
names as they could and the rest received a headstone simply marked “U. S. SOLDIER”. Unfortunately, the 
loss of identity increased from 26 to 44. 
 
Why would these names disappear?  The majority was simple neglect and a lack of local concern for these 
strangers who came to Grand Rapids and died alone far from home, which caused the identities of forty-four 
soldiers to be interred in Oak Hill cemetery to be neglected into namelessness. 
 
Over the decades, some research had been done to identify those buried here. In the 1920’s and 1930’s 
there was a man named Francis E. Hall who was a member of the Sons of Veterans (early name of Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War). He did extensive research to identify the location of the veterans graves 
buried in every cemetery in Kent County. He died in 1939, but his research, his records and files are now 
housed in the History Collections at the Grand Rapids Public Library. 
 
The most recent efforts were revived in the early 1990’s with Steve Soper and Manuel Gentile.  Steve is a 
former resident of Grand Rapids and has spent many years researching the history of the Third Michigan 
Volunteer Infantry (the first regiment from the west side of the State [Grand Rapids]) and has recently 
concluded a 900-plus page book on that regiment.  Mannie now resides in Maryland where he is a Park 
Ranger at Antietam National Battlefield.  Previously, Mannie was the educational coordinator for the Public 
Museum of Grand Rapids. Both men researched the unknown soldiers here at Oak Hill and have compiled 
an unpublished manuscript with their scholarly conclusions. Their research has identified several of the men 
with the strongest terms possible as “MOST LIKELY”. 

Continued on Page 6 
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In 2006, a local veteran of the U.S. Air Force, Eloise Haven, while looking for something on the 6th Michigan 
Cavalry, noticed that many of the 100-year-old headstones placed by the G.A.R. were deteriorating and 
contacted us. Nine illegible headstones were replaced and fourteen new headstones were put in place thru 
the assistance of Trudie Anderson, the City’s Cemetery Director and enlisting the research efforts of Marcia 
Butgereit (National President of Woman’s Relief Corps and member of DOLLUS). While this does not 
complete identification all the UNKNOWN Civil War soldiers buried here, it does get us one-step closer to 
more accurately preserving a portion of our history. 
 
The A.B. Watson Post of the Grand Army of the Republic was named after Maj. Amasa B. 
Watson, b. 1826 – d. 1888.  (Major 8th Regiment, Michigan Volunteer Infantry, August 19, 1861.  
Wounded in action at Port Royal, S.C., January 1, 1862.)  The 8th Michigan Infantry recruited in 
August and September of 1861. By October, the regiment was on ships bound for South Carolina 
where they joined the campaign to seize Confederate installations on the Atlantic coast. 
 
By November, 1861, when Port Royal, South Carolina fell, the men of the 8th were no longer raw 
recruits. On New Years' Day, 1862, during a skirmish with the rebels at the Coosaw River on 
mainland South Carolina, Major Watson was shot through the thigh.  He returned to service and 
continued on with the regiment as it made an attempt to capture Secessionville, South Carolina.  
Major Watson's horse was shot out from under him during this battle. 
 
In July, of 1862, the regiment was sent north to join the Army of the Potomac in Virginia. Major 
Watson was discharged for disability on September 24, 1862 and returned home. 
 
When he died, a grand mausoleum was built in the Oak Hill Cemetery. The cost to build this 
Egyptian style structure, in 1888, was estimated to cost around $500,000 ($11,244,143.17 by 
today’s value) and may be the most costly of its kind in this cemetery.  Amasa B. Watson was 
also a member of the Michigan Commandery of MOLLUS.  
 
Part of our ceremony included the rededication of a cast iron memorial urn.  First mentioned by 
the Watson GAR Post records, this memorial urn was dedicated in 1898 and over time, became 
weathered and abused by time and elements which had caused portions to deteriorate and break 
off.  Thru the financial contributions of the Michigan Commandery ($300), Gen. John A. Logan 
Camp 1, SUVCW ($500), Wenda Fore, descendant of Watson Post member Peter Simmons 
($100), and Bruce and Marcia Butgereit ($250) we were able to obtain a new urn. 
 
In honor of the occasion, Marcia Butgereit wrote the following poem that she read during the 
ceremony – 
 
 
 

‘NEATH THE SHADOW OF THE URN 
 

The new urn 

‘Neath the shadow of the Urn 
Our forefathers lie. 

Filled with flower and of fern, 
We need not ask why. 

For as sentinel she’ll stand, 
O’er the men who did die, 

Men of the Army called Grand, 
Who rest safely nearby. 

Still watching over the grave, 
No matter the sky, 

Lest we forget those so brave 
For whom the flags fly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on Page 7 
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Saturday, July 26 found us at the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans as we participated in the 
annual carnival for the residents and their families.  Our booth had our ring toss game and prizes 
of hats, shirts, socks, personal products, writing implements and more for everyone who played. 
 
The Camp once again had our annual picnic on August 16 at the home of Brother Comer Skinner 
with the hamburgers and hot dogs provided by Brother Cleon Duryea. 
 
We expect to be as busy as ever in 2009 as we have plans to rededicate several Civil War 
memorials and a list of requests for new headstones.  We will kick-off a major restoration project 
for a Lincoln bust and the nearby historic law office of an early Grand Rapids attorney, Charles 
Calkins in conjunction with the 200th birthday of Abraham Lincoln on February 12, 2009.  When I 
asked the Mayor of Grand Rapids if there were any plans to honor this special day locally, he 
replied, “No, but just tell me what you want to do and what you need and we’ll do it.”  I encourage 
other Camps to look for such opportunities in your localities. 

      ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 

        Future Michigan’s Messenger Publications 
Submittal Dates and Publication Dates 

 
Spring - March 1 for a March 15 Publication 
Summer – June 1 for a June 15 Publication 

Fall – September 1 for a September 15 Publication 
Winter – December 1 for a December 15 Publication 

 
Send all articles to Rick Danes, Editor, preferably at 

mimessrd@aol.com or to 2612 Burns Street, Dearborn, 
Michigan 48124-3204 

 
ALL PUBLICATIONS WILL BE MADE ON TIME 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please do not send me photos without the names of persons in the photo and a suggested caption. 
Thanks for your support! RD 

       ΦΦΦΦΦΦΦ 

Robert Finch Camp 14 
September to December 2008 

Neal Breaugh PCC, Camp Secretary and Treasurer 
 
Visiting Brothers are cordially invited to attend our Saturday noon meeting on January 10, 2009 at 
the Elks Club 625 Bay St. (intersection Grandview Parkway/Division). Our guest will be Dept. 
Commander Dennis Derr II. 

On August 23, 2008, Camp 14 fulfilled the  
commitment they began in six years earlier by 
presenting Grand Traverse County two large 
bronze plaques embedded in a tripod of Chilton 
stone.  The plaques described the history of the 
Civil War Soldier monument (originally dedicated 
in 1890,restored in 2005 by Camp 14) and the 
100 Pound Parrott cannon that served aboard 
the sailing frigate, U.S.S. Sabine. The August 
23rd date was selected as it coincided with the 
150th anniversary of the commissioning of the 
U.S.S. Sabine by the U.S.Navy.  PCC Neal 
Breaugh presided as Master of  
 

Continued on Page 8 
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Ceremonies.  Dept. War Memorials Officer, Doug Armstrong spoke about the history of the 
Cannon and the Sabine. During the dedication ceremony, Brother Dave Kaplan served as 
Commander, Don Gray, Chaplain, Jim Ribby, Officer of the Guard and Alan Werdehoff as Guard. 
Camp Bard, Jim Ribby, recited three poems selected for the occasion.  VFW Cherryland Post 
2780 served as Honor Guard and Rifle Squad; taps was played by Ben and Dan Sattler. Camp 
Commander Robert Clark formally presented the memorial to County Commission President 
Sonny Wheelock. The Frances Finch Auxiliary No. 9 was in attendance and provided a beautiful 
floral tribute.   
 
For many Camp 14 participants the Sabine cannon dedication  
was a somber occasion, as Brother Fred Knoodle had been  
tragically killed only four days earlier. On August 25th, six  
Camp 14 Brothers drove to Harbor Springs to attend services  
at the First Presbyterian Church. We were all touched to hear  
family, co-workers, friends recall so many fond and touching  
memories of Fred’s humility, generosity and enthusiasm in  
everything he did. At the close of the ceremony, the  
Camp 14 Brothers were honored to serve as  
Brother Knoodle’s pall bearers.   
 
On September 19th, members of Camp 14 participated in the  
Grand Traverse Heritage Festival. Brothers described the  
history of the 26th Michigan, Co. K. 1st Michigan Sharp  
Shooters and other citizen-soldiers who served during the  
Civil War to 750 4th and 5th grade students from regional  
schools. They also participated in the annual MIA-POW  
observance that evening.  
 
On October 4th, nine Brothers traveled to Harbor Springs’ Lakeview Cemetery to formally bid 
‘farewell’ to Brother Knoodle with a memorial ceremony.  MOC Neal Breaugh recounted to the 70 
assembled guests that Fred had served as the Camp War Memorials Officer for eight years, as 
well as on the Dept. War Memorials and G.A.R. Records Committees. Fred’s most notable 
contribution was his discovery of the ‘one of a kind’ Augusta Arsenal Napoleon cannon in 2000. 
Fred inspired Camp 14 to ‘adopt’ the cannon, secured grants from local businesses, raised 
awareness of the community through speaking engagements, and worked closely with 
Petoskey’s Parks and Recreation director, Al Hansen, on possible locations where the cannon 
could be exhibited. Fred maintained an active correspondence with the leading experts on Civil 
War artillery. In June 2007, Fred with CC Robert Clark, transported the cannon to Cincinnati 
where it underwent restoration. This past June, Fred had the immense satisfaction of seeing the 
‘like new’ Napoleon, mounted on a reproduction light artillery carriage, permanently installed at 
Petoskey’s Arlington Park. He was one of the key-note speakers during the June 21st re-
dedication ceremony. Fred informed Brothers that the cannon project was one of his most 
memorable contributions during his service with the Sons.  
 
A few days prior to the memorial service, Jimmie Knoodle and Al Hansen placed a small 
commemorative plaque describing Brother Fred's contributions with the Petoskey cannon on the 
cement base.  
 
The November meeting hosted the return of Brother Chris Czopek, who spoke about the Odawa 
and Chippewa volunteers who served in the First Michigan Sharpshooters. Unlike many Civil War 
historians, Chris’ research meticulously recounts the pre and post war lives of his subjects. Chris 
was particularly pleased to announce that he finally discovered one of the few remaining 
‘unknown’ resting places of a Co. K. soldier. This past summer he discovered the unmarked 
grave of Pvt. John Jacko in the Boyne City cemetery. Camp 14 volunteered to convene a 
committee to coordinate a grave rededication service with Odawa/Chippewa representatives for 
the upcoming sesquicentennial of the Civil War.   
 
The results of the elections for the 2009 Camp Officers are below:  

Commander: Jeff Morse Jr.      Senior Vice Commander:    Dale Aurand 
Junior Vice Commander:  Dave Kaplan 
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General Benjamin Pritchard Camp # 20 
Submitted By John R. Keith CC 

 
It has been a busy summer and fall, with more yet to come. 
 
We at Camp 20 have set 37 new military gravestone so far this year with more on order, 
cemeteries that these stones were set in are Pine Grove Cemetery, Earl Cemetery and Kendall 
Cemetery in Pine Grove Township, Van Buren County. Also Baseline Cemetery (Union Burial 
Grounds) and Lindsley Cemetery in Cheshire Township in Allegan County. Thanks to all Camp 
20 Brothers who helped in this! 
 
Camp 20 purchased two, “LAST SOLIDER PLAQUES” and have attached one on the gravestone 
of Ralph Towner, (the last surviving Civil War Veteran of Allegan County), interred in Mallory 
Cemetery, Trowbridge Township, Allegan County and one on the gravestone of Nelson Wood, 
(the last surviving Civil War Veteran of Van Buren County), interred in Coloma Township 
Cemetery, Coloma Township, Berrien County. 
 
Camp 20 hosted a gravestone dedication for Private Solomon Ostrander Saturday, October 4th, 
at 2:30 pm at Oakwood Cemetery, Allegan, Michigan 
 
Mr. Ostrander enlisted in Battery C of the 1st Michigan Light Artillery at Grand Rapids, Michigan at 
the age of 44. 
Solomon Ostrander, was born in Stillwater, Saratoga County, New York in 1817 to Thomas and 
Alida Ostrander.  He was a mason by trade.  He married his first wife, Harriet Wright Smith 
around 1837 in New York.  They had five children: After his wife passed away, and the older 
children were married or on their own, and the two youngest boys were living with their 
grandmother in Halfmoon, Saratoga County, New York, Solomon moved to Michigan about 
1855.   
He took up residence, with his second wife, Margaret DuBois, in Allegan, Michigan.  Solomon and 
Margaret had a daughter, Sarah in 1857.  After Solomon's return from the Civil War, they had two 
more children: Conrad and Solomon.  
In his later years, Solomon lived in The Michigan Old Soldiers Home for several years.  
Mr. Ostrander passed away December 31, 1895, and his grave was unmarked until now! 
 
At our October Camp 20 meeting, Brother Michael Culp gave a presentation on the 13th Michigan 
Infantry; Brother Culp has been relentless in his study of this local regiment. Several artifacts of 
the regiment were on display, many were from Brother Bill Brennan’s extensive collection. 
The Civil War cannon in Bronson Park received a new coat of paint, thanks to Camp 20 
members, Brother David Conklin, Brother Dennis LaPoint, Brother Robert LaPoint, Brother John 
Hansen, Brother Art Bonnell and Brother John R. Keith. 
 
Veteran’s Day, November 11th, 2008, found Camp 20 members in different locations to honor our 
heroes. Three Camp 20 members attended the ceremony in Plainwell in Hicks Park. Camp 20 
was also represented at the ceremony in Kalamazoo as they helped 
read the names of soldier’s of Kalamazoo at Rose Park Veteran’s Memorial. 
Others were attending the ceremony in their hometowns. 
At our November Camp meeting the following officers were elected to served next year- 
COMMANDER-JOHN R. KEITH 
SR.VICE COMMANDER-JEFF BAKER 
JR. VICE COMMANDER-TOM BRUCE 
CAMP SECRETARY-DANIEL KNIGHT 
CAMP TREASURER-JOHN C. KEITH 
MEMBERS OF THE CAMP COUNCIL: 
BILL COSTELLO, ART BONNELL, STEVE REDINGER 
Our officer installation dinner is scheduled for January 10th, 2009, 6:30 pm, at the Blackhawk Inn, 
Richland, Michigan. Please make plans to join us! 
 
Coming event in 2009 
On May 16th, 2009 at the Pine Grove Township Cemetery, Pine Grove Township, Van 
Buren County, Camp 20 will host a gravestone dedication honoring 5 Civil War Soldiers who have 
received new military gravestones. Time to be announced later. Please mark your calendars 



 
 
 
 

March to the Sea Camp #135 
Submitted by Bruce Gosling, CC 

 
On August 30 March to the Sea Camp #135 of Centreville, assisted by the Benjamin Pritchard 
Camp #20 of Kalamazoo rededicated the restored GAR monument located in the Prairie River 

Cemetery of Centreville, Michigan. 
 

The monument was erected circa 1896 in honor of local men 
who served in the War of the Rebellion in 1861 – 1865 and for 
those who served in Mexico in Company E of the 15th infantry 
under Captain I. D. Toll.  
At some time after the turn of the century approximately fifteen 
inches of the rifle barrel was broken off.  Unfortunately, the 
monument was not repaired immediately and the broken piece 

was  lost.  
 
In 2007 March to the Sea Camp #135 undertook the restoration 
Of the monument to its original glory.  Funds were secured by 
grants from our National Grant program and Camp #20 as well 
as donations from the community.  We were able to locate two 
sculptors nearby who were able to create and install a nearly 
perfect match for the broken piece out of granite. 

 
 
The rededication was carried out in nearly perfect weather with a crowd of over 50 attendees 
including many brothers and allied sisters from across the State of Michigan.  Our featured 
speaker was State Senator Cameron Brown, a brother of Camp #135, who very ably summed up 
the importance our stewardship of the nation’s history of freedom and liberty.      
            
 On October 14 we hosted Brother Richard Hatcher who presented illustrated talks on the H.L. 
Hunley submarine and on the history of Fort  
Sumter.  These presentations were held  
at the Three Rivers Michigan Public Library  
and were open to the public.  Everyone  
attending found the presentations to be 
very informative and quite fascinating.  
 
Brother Richard Hatcher is a member of  
the Phelps Camp #66 of Springfield MO, as  
well as Secession Camp #4 of The Sons of  
Confederate Veterans in Charleston SC.   
He has worked in the National Park Service 
since 1970 and has served as the Historian  
of Fort Sumter since 1992. Rick has  
also been involved with the recovery of the  
H.L. Hunley submarine that was sunk during 
the war off the coast of South Carolina.     
We greatly appreciate Brother Rick for sharing 
his vacation time in Three Rivers with our  
community. 

     Monument before Restoration      

Brothers of Camp #135, Camp #20 and special guests 
with the restored monument 
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Two months after the Second Battle of  Manassas, the War Department issued General 
Order Number 75, September 11, 1861, which made commanders of national forces 

responsible for burials and marking graves. In the same General Orders, the 
Quartermaster General of the Army was directed to provide headboards and forms for 
the preservation of burial records. Thus began the first organized system of marking 
graves by the Federal Government. US Department of Veteran Affairs Information. 















 

 

 

Traditionally, the Members of the 
Women’s Relief Corps – Champlin 
Corps No. 41 maintains the 173 flags on 
the gravesites of Michigan soldiers 
buried at Gettysburg National Cemetery. 
Recently, members of the SUVCW, 
WRC, DUVCW, LGAR, and ASUVCW 
braved a cold wind to continue that 
effort. The participants named in a 
photograph of this this years efforts are  
Bruce and Marcia Butgereit, Sally 
Reddinger, Jim and Carol Pahl, and 
Chet and Jeannine Trybus. Our 
apologies to those who were not 
identified. 
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Editor’s Note: Why Michigan’s Messenger is now distributed 
electronically: 

In 2005 the Department was faced with rising printing and mailing costs 
for the nationally recognized Michigan’s Messenger. Very few options 

were available to Department Officers, so the issue was put on the floor 
at the Department Encampment. 

The Members voted to publish Michigan’s Messenger in an electronic 
format, with each edition being forwarded to one person in each Camp 
(thereafter called a Camp Signals Officer), who would then distribute 

the newsletter to Camp Members. 
As a result of this action by the Membership, dues have not been 

raised. 
I believe that the Camps have some responsibility to report 
changes, so that we can continue to serve you, so you must 

provide me with a current contact for electronic mailing.  
I have tried to include every article that was sent to me prior to 
publication, so that all future issues will be timely. I welcome all 

constructive suggestions, and encourage all of you to submit relative 
news about your committees, your Camps, and your ancestors. This is 
your newsletter, and its success depends on you. Rick Danes, Editor 

 
Sgt. John S. Cosbey Camp 427  

By Rick Danes, CC 
 
Camp 427 continues to do the things that bring  
attention to the Order and the reason that we exist.   
This year the Camp organized and participated  
in over 30 events. Membership has climbed  
to 39 Brothers, and we have prospects for several 
more in 2009. The photo at the right was taken 
during the St. Paul’s Cathedral Veteran’s  
Ceremony held in November. Some of the guys  
stepped out of “the blue” and into other eras to 
enhance the program. Shown are Howard Fite, 
Ken Roberts, Ed Binkley, Keith Kushnir, Rick 
Danes, Jerry Jacobs, Henry Heatley, and kneeling 
are Ian Kushnir and Jerry Olson.  

            Happy Holidays. 
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3rd Regiment Michigan Volunteer Infantry (The New Third) 
By Jim Pahl, PCinC, PDC, PCC 

 
This is the fifth installment of the regimental history series being published in the Michigan 
Messenger.  With the “old 3rd” Infantry having been mustered out of service in June of 1863, orders 
were issued to reorganize the regiment.  This was a totally new regiment, but was organized by Lt. 
Col. Houghton of the old 3rd.   
 
The Third was re-organized and mustered into service October 15, 1864, with an enrollment of 879 
officers and men. 
 
The Regiment left Grand Rapids October 20 for Nashville, Tennessee, then moved to Decatur, 
Alabama, then to Fort Rosencrans, Murfreesboro, Tenessee. 
 
While the Regiment went on picket duty at Murfreesboro, a confederate brigade of mounted infantry 
drove the Union pickets out of the town, but a counterattack by four companies of the 3rd along with 
four companies of the 181st OVI and a section of artillery drove back the attackers and reestablished 
the original line. 
 
After several minor engagements, including marching to rescue a supply train, the regiment was 
transferred to Huntsville, Alabama on January 16, 1865, assigned to the 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division of 
the 4th Army Corps. 
 
On March 16, the Regiment moved with the Brigade to New Market, Tennessee, and camped at 
Bull’s Gap and later at Jonesboro. The 3rd engaged several groups of guerrillas, and participated in 
scouting and expeditions into the surrounding country. 
 
After the fall of Richmond, the 3rd was ordered back to Nashville. On June 15, the Regiment boarded 
trains to Jonesville, then by steamer down the Tennessee, Ohio, and Mississippi Rivers to New 
Orleans. They then crossed the Gulf of Mexico to Indianola, Texas, arriving by foot at Green Lake on 
the 11th. The 3rd marched for a grueling 14 days to San Antonio, where they served Provost duties. 
In the early spring, the Regiment was ordered to Victoria. Where it Mustered Out on May 26, 1866.  
They marched back to Indianola, and retraced their river trip back up the Mississippi to Cairo, Illinois. 
After a train ride to Detroit, the unit was paid off and disbanded on June 10th. 
 
The total enrollment of the Regiment was 1,109 and losses were 158. One enlisted man and one 
officer died of wounds, and the remaining 156 men of disease. Most of the losses to disease was 
because of the hard marching through Texas and the encampment at Green Lake, a most unhealthy 
place. 

O 

 of 1863, orders were issued to reorganize the regiment.  This was a totally new regiment, but 
was organized by Lt. Col. Houghton of the old 3rd.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Occasionally, we find oddities while looking for the 
final resting places of our forefathers. 

This headstone stands in the Memphis National 
Cemetery. Can you pick out what is wrong with 
the stone? GROs can’t play, they have already 

seen it. 
Don’t think too hard, the answer is at the bottom 

of this box. 
 
 
 
This is in fact a headstone for Pvt. Jonathan Lord, Co C, 3rd 
MI Cav. He died 28 February 1864 in Memphis. The 
problem? He lies underneath a Confederate headstone, 
which has the Iron Cross and CSA inscribed! Get the point? 


