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Department of Michigan 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

 
Report of the Department Signals Officer 

118th Encampment, April 28th, 2007 
 

 
Brothers, 
 
I have to honor to submit the following report concerning the activities of the Department 
Signals Officer for the 2006-2007 year: 
 
Additions and improvements made to the Department Website this year include: 

• Continued quarterly updates to the graves registration database. 
• All proceedings from Department Encampments back to 1986 have been scanned and 

placed online in the Headquarters section. 
• All editions of Michigan’s Messenger back to 1992 have been scanned and placed online. 
• The Department’s online calendar has been changed to use the Google calendar system as 

a backend. 
• Updated historical information concerning the Past Department Commanders. 
• Probably the greatest improvement to the Department Website this year has been the 

addition of the GAR Membership Rosters and Post Histories. This ongoing project 
currently includes the histories and rosters of 87 GAR Posts numbered 1 through 75 
(some numbers were duplicated over time). The membership rosters currently number  
almost 19000 entries.  Brother Jim Lyons and the GAR Records Committee deserved a 
hearty “Well Done!” for their efforts in transcribing and compiling the data.  

 
Of a somewhat disappointing nature, I was forced to remove the Queries & Discussions forum 
from the website due to the amount of highly inappropriate material that was being posted. 
Options to replace this continue to be explored. 
 
Individual camps are encouraged to examine their camp web pages under the Camps & 
Membership portion of the website.  VERY FEW CAMPS in this Department have submitted 
updated information.  Commander Greene directed me to work with Secretary Derr to update the 
rosters of Camp Officers, but this is not enough.  To reiterate what I stated in last year’s report, 
our website is the online, public face of our camps and department, we need to make sure that the 
information presented is as accurate as possible.  We cannot grow as an organization if the public 
cannot contact us, or we do not present a reputable image.  
 
Additional improvements are on the horizon: 

• We are exploring the ability to sell our Department Merchandise online, with the 
capability of paying through PayPal or credit card. 

• It may be possible in the near future to provide email accounts to any member of the 
Department of Michigan. 



• Email lists which can be implemented for various Department committees and groups.  
These lists would allow users to send an email to one address, which would then 
redistribute the email to of the subscribed members. 

 
 
The web hosting account currently costs $6.95 a month, payable it two year increments, which 
works out to $166.80 every two years.  Our current account will need payment again in June of 
2007.  In addition, the yearly cost of the domain name (www.suvcwmi.org), which will also 
expire in June 2007, is currently $35 year, with discounts for ordering multiple years.  It is my 
sincere hope that we will continue to fund the website in a way that will bring honor and praise 
to our Department. 
 
I appreciate the trust conferred upon me, and hope that I will be given the opportunity to serve 
again. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
In Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty, 
 

 
 
Matthew L. Adair 
Department of Michigan 
Signals Officer 
 
 mladair@gmail.com 
 
 



-----Original Message----- 

From: jbpahl0824@yahoo.com 

To: p31713@aol.com 

Sent: Mon, 26 Mar 2007 9:45 PM 

Subject: Michigan Department Encampment Report 

Brother MI Chief of Staff Don: 

 

I am writing to you tonight, to submit my report concerning the Michigan Battlefield Monuments project 

that I have been working on for the past two years - to the Michigan Department Encampment.  Given the 

other commitments to this Order between now and then, I am hopeful that I will be prepared to personally 

deliver this report to the 118th Department Encampment.  But if not, here it is in writing.  (If I have time 

and get real lucky, I will have some of these photographs printed out and with me.) 

 

The Department of Michigan Battlefield Monuments Project was originally designed to be accomplished in 

two phases.  Phase 1 is to locate and photograph all Michigan's Civil War battlefield monuments.  Phase 2 

will be to publish this information in some form. 

 

I have a complete set of current photographs of our monuments at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, along with a 

set of photographs taken at the time of their dedication.  I also have current photographs of the monuments 

at Fredericksburg, VA, Shiloh, TN, Vicksburg, MS and the monument at the Andersonville, GA prison 

camp. 

 

I have a complete set of the photographs taken of the Chickamauga/Chattanooga battlefield monuments 

when they were dedicated.  I am lacking current photographs of six of those monuments:  9th MI Inf; 10th 

MI Inf; 21st MI Inf; 22nd MI Inf; 1st MI Eng and 4th MI Cav.  I have requested some assistance of the 

Missionary Ridge Camp #63 of the Department of Tennessee, located in Chattanooga, TN, so hope that I 

can quickly complete the first phase of this project. 

 

As far as I can determine, this constitutes all Michigan monuments on our Civil War battlefields.  All of 

these were sponsored by the State of Michigan, except the monument to the 7th Michigan Inf. at 

Fredericksburg, which was privately financed by the 7th Michigan Volunteer Infantry, Co B, Inc., 

reenactment group. 

 

I am aware of a few Michigan Historical markers, including one at the battlefield in Perryville, KY, 

however, I do not feel it appropriate to include this markers in this project. 

 

While I am hopeful, I do not believe phase one will be completed by the time of our Encampment. 

 

Once the first phase is completed, I am hopeful the then Department Commander and the Department 

Council can settle on a way to publish this information in some form. 

 

Respectfully submitted in fraternity, charity and loyalty, 

 

Jim 

 

James B. Pahl 

Commander-in-Chief 

Chair - Department of Michigan Battlefield Monuments Project 

 



Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

Department of Michigan 

May 2006-April 2007 
 

Report of the  

Eagle Scout Coordinator 
Charles Worley 

 
 
   It has been my privilege to serve as the Department Eagle Scout coordinator for the 
term of 2006-2007, my second year. I personally was blessed to interact with so many 
parents that devote their time to keep young men engaged with not only Scouting’s 
principles but the values of this great nation. Every Letter of Commendation and 
Certificate of Achievement that was sent to these young men is a statement recognizing 
those principles and values. 
   What is so satisfying is that our certificate along with many other organizations is 
presented in a keepsake scrapbook that will carry the memories of all their Good Deeds 
through the years. 
 
Activity for the year: 
 
         85 Certificates have been sent to Michigan Eagle Scouts 
          Of those 1 were requested by Michigan Sons Camps. 
          . 
 
Expenses for the year: 
           $78.48 has been turned into the Department. 
 
 
 
        Respectfully Submitted, 
 
         

Charles L. Worley 
        Charles L. Worley 
        April 28, 2007 


